Muskegon Northside Lions Club
THE LIONS TALe
September 2015

Vol XXXVII Issue 3

Happy

We Serve
From the desk of
President Lion Roger Dreikorn
Have you ever had a total stranger tell you
how much they liked the Lions? It is a
rewarding experience. While on my way to a
Northside Lions service project I stopped into
a Wal-Mart store for an item. The check out
clerk noted my Lions shirt and said proudly
her son was a Lion (Leo actually) and how
good the organization had been for him and how he had helped
on a number of projects. So it pays to wear your Lions clothing
proudly around town. You just may get a nice complement and
perhaps find someone who is interested in being a Lion.
We just completed August which is one of the busiest months
for our club in terms of service projects and fund raisers. We did
hearing and vision screenings, pancake breakfasts, the North
Muskegon Parade, Lions Blind Camp and even put up the first
banner for an active duty service person on the causeway.
Thank you everyone for all your work on these projects.

Also at that particular meeting a possible project was
brought up that a dead tree was hindering the safety of
those using the hiking paths that our club cares for. The
home owner is unable to pay the cost of removal so we
voted as a club to pay for the removal but no sooner was the
motion passed when the membership present put their own
money on the table. This project will not cost the club a
dime because of the generosity of the membership (still can
donate if you wish, see Lion PJ). A very proud moment
indeed!
Lastly, this is the time of the year that I get a bit antsy as
the 2016 Raffle Calendar projects looms. My thanks to
those who pursued the ads and collected the money that
pays for the printing, the biggest thanks go to Lion Windy
Bradfield as he does the yeoman’s work. Also, we will have
5 captains that will be responsible for the distribution and
collection of donor sheets and cash so all of you be
prepared to get a personal visit from one of these 5 fine
Lions. They will make my work easier. The club also needs
to give special thanks to Lion Frank DiPiazza for his wizardry
in producing the calendar each year as well as sending all
the checks to the winners.
~Until next month, PID Dennis

While September may not be as busy as August there still are
more projects and events to volunteer for and have a good time
with fellow Lions. For example there will be pathway clean up,
then Candy Days on September 11 and 12 and the USA
Canada forum the following weekend. Please consider
volunteering to help at these events.
Lion President, Roger Dreikorn

From the desk of
Lion Dennis Cobler, PID
Hello Lions:
Writing for the very best club newsletter in
the state is a joy even though it does add to
the time involved in being a Lion. Many
things have been discussed over the years
in this column, most of which was important to me and as I
wrote I hoped it would hold equal importance to you. This
month’s column will deal with the pride I have as an individual
member of Northside.
First and foremost, our club meetings not only serve as
gathering to break bread together and share what projects our
busy club is involved in but also a time for sharing with the
family we call Northside. Kathleen and I were proud and
privileged to donate our brag bucks to the Tail Twister to
announce to this family of Lions that our family will now include
a grand-daughter to be born in December to our daughter (Lion
Amy) and son-in-law Mike. This is quite a happening at our
age, never thought we would be grandparents!!!

Page 1 of 7

An Editorial by:
Lion Ed Weessies, PCST
Lions Tale Editor
Fellow Lions,
Lion Frank’s computer system is back and
running. In fact he has a back-up just in case. He is happy.
The parade in North Muskegon is over and our last
pancake breakfast was held on August 8th. Thanks to
all you were involved. Our next fund raiser will be
Candy Days in September the weekend after Labor Day.
Please plan to help out.
So what do you expect to gain by being a Lion? For me, it
is the “warm fuzzes” and sense of pride for my efforts in
making the Northside and the rest of the world a better place
to live through Lionism. Being a Lion is a mechanism but we
are what makes it work. We can do a better job by seeking
out individuals who are willing to join in and help. We do not
just want to be the largest club, just the one with the most
pride of accomplishments.
I know you must be getting tired of reading this but please
keep searching for more prospective members, those that
understand that we do not just have meetings. We do serve
those in need and once in a while have some fun too. For
most of us, we joined because we were asked.
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Last month I asked the following question. Other than being
asked, why did you accept the invitation to be a member of
the Northside Lions? No one has responded to me. It is not
for any public survey. I would like to know.
We have some members who have not been a part of our
events. We are going to try to get the word out as far in
advance as we can along with follow-ups so you can plan
ahead. Lions Linda and Ray Jasicki will be calling and of
course our event chairs will be passing around sign-up
sheets at our meetings. Notice will also be in the newsletter
and I may E-mail our reminders. I know you cannot work on
everything we do but we need all the help we can for our
events. This is why when we became Lions. We agreed to
be involved - raise funds and work on hands on projects if
and when we could. Always remember. You are needed.
I almost forgot. Have you paid your administrative dues
yet? If not please do so as soon as possible. The
administrative dues for members is $90.00 except family
members (up to four family members living at the same
address) who are to pay $57.50 each. It should be known
that these amounts may be deducted from your business or
personal income taxes.
Just as important as sponsoring new members is retaining
the ones we have. They have served us well and it is hoped
that they will continue to do so. Some are experiencing
health issues and for some age is a factor on what they can
or cannot do. There is always something to be done – some
more strenuous then others BUT all are important. There are
always those “sit down jobs” that may not seem important
but they really are.
Once again I remind all committee chairpersons to
complete and submit reports of their activities to me as I
have been assisting Lion Secretary Pat in filing reports with
Lions Clubs International. From those reports we are
recognized for the work we do. Everyone can use a pat on
the back once in a while for the good they do.
Lion Frank DiPiazza has been updating our web page. If
you see any errors or omissions PLEASE let me know as I
am working with Lion Frank to keep things up to date.
Do you plan on traveling? Why not visit a Lions Club along
the way. I do and enjoy the warm welcomes I have received.
You would be surprised what you might learn as to new
ideas for fundraisers or community service projects that we
might incorporate in our schedule to help those in need. You
might even find another way to recruit new members too. I
am sure you will have fun. Let me know and I will help you
find a Lions club where you are staying.
Last but not least you all asked to keep those of our
members and their family members that are ill in your
prayers. We are a family.
Lion Ed Weessies, Editor,
Muskegon Northside “Lions Tale”
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From the desk of
Lion Pat Wiseman, Secretary
1265 Joslyn Rd
Muskegon, MI 49445-2651
(231) 744-7298

secretary@muskegonnorthsidelions.org
The minutes in the newsletters are preliminary copies, and have yet to be
approved by the Board of Directors.

Regular Meeting Minutes
August 4, 2015
1. Meeting was called to order by President Roger Dreikorn
at 7:p.m. at First Lutheran Church. Lion Frank Krol led
us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Invocation was offered by
Lion Jim Larson. This was our steak fry and guest night,
therefore, tables would be dismissed as steaks were
done to their liking. Dinner included grilled steaks, baked
potatoes, corn on the cob, garlic bread, salad and fixin’s,
and strawberry shortcake for dessert.
1. Guests included Scott and Sharon Adrian, friends
of Lion Roger Dreikorn. Introduction of other
guests/spouses were also made. Following
dinner, Scott Adrian presented history of
Gettysburg, PA. Scott was a Ranger at Gettysburg
and shared some very interesting facts,
information, and personal experiences. A very
nice program.
2. Announcements:
1. Lion Jim Wolffis addressed the USA/Canada
Forum to be held in Grand Rapids in September
and the need for volunteers to help in various
positions. Please see Lion Jim if you are able to
help in some of the areas.
3. IPP Frank Krol presented Lion Ed Weessies with a
Certificate of Appreciation for his help during Lion Frank’s
term as President of the NS Lions.
4. SERVICE –
1. 1st VP O’Lonergan reported that the hearing
screening at Holton UMC on Sat., August 1 went
well. The team screened 15 kids.
2. Lion Jan Snyder reported that Kid’s Sight also went
well at Holton UMC on Sat., Aug. 1. The team
screened 14 kids.
3. Lion Chuck Woods expressed the need for
volunteers at the Camp for the Blind at Blue Lake
on Aug. 21-23. If you are available and can help,
please see Lion Chuck.
4. Lion John Emrich reported on the North Muskegon
Parade to be held on Thurs., Aug. 6. Lion Larry
Seastrom will be driving the vehicle to pull the
float; Lions will be walking and passing out mints.
Those who wish to participate, please meet at
Main Street restaurant. See Lion Emrich with
questions.
5. PID Dennis Cobler stated that there are 69 Vets
plaques to be installed at the Causeway. These
remembrance plaques are $180 each and see Lion
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Cobler with questions.
6. IPP Ron Hansen reminded us that the sign has
been installed at Mullally Park regarding the work
of the Lions and also 2 ramps to be installed. Lion
Windy Bradfield is in charge of the crews. If
interested in helping, see Lion Windy.
5. FUNDRAISING –
1. Lion Mike Simerick reported that our first-time yard
sale efforts gleaned $751 for the pancake wagon.
Next event is at the North Muskegon Art Fair on
Sat., Aug. 8.
6. SECRET GREETER/TAIL TWISTER –
1. There was no Secret Greeter this evening and Tail
Twister Ron Hansen forfeited the ‘fun’ for tonight –
but everyone will be double-charged at our next
meeting!!!!
2. 50/50 winning ticket was drawn with Lion Kathleen
Cobler being the ‘owner’ of that ticket, however, no
Joker was drawn, thus the pot is at $162.00.
7. Our meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Lion Pat Wiseman, Secretary
History of District 11-C1
Compiled and Edited by Donald H. Matyger, PDDG
The Beginning of Lionism…
In 1913, Melvin Jones who was a 34 year old insurance
man with light hair and a permanent smile, joined a
Chicago men’s group called the Business Circle. This was
just a normal thing for any young business man to do, but
this turned out to be the beginning of something that affect
the lives of countless millions of people throughout the
entire world.
Melvin Jones was a superb salesman and a genius for
organization, and he was successful in helping the
Business Circle (which was suffering severe membership
losses) build their membership up to a total of 200. He
introduced new ideas in the club’s way of operating, and
by 1915 he was elected their secretary.
In his work as secretary of the Business Circle, young
Jones began to get the feeling there was something wrong
with the whole operation. He began to fell that these two
successful business men, who met at a luncheon and
considered it a good day when they exchanged profitable
orders, should be directing their group power and
influence toward unselfish service to other areas of
community life.
Pursuing his thought of group action in unselfish service to
the community, Melvin began - in 1916 - to correspond
with other unaffiliated men’s groups in an effort to get their
feelings on the question of forming a national association.
Some of the replies were agreeable and encouraging,
while others to the - you mind your own business and we’ll
mind ours - attitude. His wife became discouraged at
times and thought he was taking too much time away from
his business and spending it on something that would
never be of much benefit to him. But they continued, and,
on those long nights in 1916 when Melvin and his wife
were busy on a flood of question-and-answer
correspondence, the spirit of Lionism was already visible.
Finally with a background of information and some
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encouragement, he took the idea of affliliation to the
membership of the Business Circle for approval. By the
end of the year, the Circle’s Directors approved the idea,
but left the mechanics of the plan to their secretary. He
continued to correspond with the clubs, and the replies
were encouraging, including one from Dr. William P.
Woods, an Evansville, Indiana surgeon who represented
the Royal Order of the Lions. Dr. Woods became the first
President of Lions International.
On June 7, 1917, and the invitation of Melvin Jones, 20
delegates representing 27 clubs from various parts of the
United States met in Chicago’s LaSalle Hotel. Despite the
wide range of interests and personalities, some progress
was made, and on a secret ballot it was tenatively agreed
to call the new group the “Association of Lions Clubs”.
Certainly the nucleus of Lionism was born at this meeting
and the ground work was laid for an organization that
some day was destined to become the world’s largest
organization of service minded men, with Melvin Jones as
it’s undisputed founder.
The real task of organizing was left for the first convention
which was called to be held at the Adolphus Hotel in
Dallas, Texas, on October 8-10, 1917. At this Convention
a new Constitution and By-Laws was written and adopted,
colors were agreed upon, the Objects of the Association
and it’s Code of Ethics were drafted. Dr. William P. Woods
from Evansville, Indiana was elected as the first President
of the Association, and Melvin Jones as the first Secretary.
All this was accomplished by 36 delegates and 8
alternates, representing 22 clubs from the States of
Arkansas, California, Illinois, Louisiana, Missouri,
Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Texas. Undoubtedly the
accomplishments of this small group of delegates at their
first Convention has never been equaled by any other
convention by Lions International.
All throught the history of the association, it’s Annual
Convention has been a means of giving the lay Lion a
voice in formulating the policies as well as electing the
leaders of their organization. As Melvin Jones had hoped,
the lay Lions were taking a different direction than that
pursued by the Business Circle. These lay Lions had
inserted into their Constitution the flat statement that “no
club shall hold out as one of it’s objectives financial benefit
to it’s members”. This meant they were dedicating
themselves to unselfish service to others, and at the same
time making their Lions Clubs available to all men who
were interested in joining forces with them in rendering
worthwhile humanitarian and community services.
The battle to rename the organization continued for two
years. Then at a luncheon on the first day of the 1919
convention, a young attorney named Halsted Ritter rose to
speak and he pointed out that the combination of the
letters - L-I-O-N-S - heralds to the Country the true
meaning basis of American Citizenship; Liberty,
Intelligence, Our Nations Safety. When he sat down the
name LIONS was securely established, and later the
spelling out of the letters was adopted as the Association’s
slogan.
Publisher’s Note:
This is a partial reprint from the Oct 2012 The Lions Tale.
http://www.muskegonnorthsidelions.org/tale/V34-4_Oct2012.pdf
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Living our Mottos - We Serve - "We Do It Better - Together!"

A hazard on the Northside, so we helped to clean this up.

The homeowner was unable to fund the removal, so Muskegon Northside
Lions Member’s donated to have the tree removed.

The tree was not only an eye sore, it was a potential danger.

The newest Members of our Club, Steve and Angelica Dreikorn.
Their Induction was done by Lion Dennis Cobler, PID, and sponsored
by Lion President Roger Dreikorn.

Lions placing memorial plaques on the walkway of Veterans Park.
Lions Dave Olsen, Ron Hansen, Ernie Webber, Larry Seastrom, Dennis Loughrige,
Dennis Cobler PID, Mike Simerick, Windy Bradfield.

Veterans who gave service to the Nation, are still giving service, through the
Muskegon Northside Lions.
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SUNDAY
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

September 2015

MONDAY

Classical Music Month
Hispanic Heritage Month
International Square Dancing Month
National Blueberry Popsicle Month
Baby Safety Month
Little League Month
Self Improvement Month
Better Breakfast Month

7

6

Labor Day

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
3

2

1

THURSDAY

SATURDAY
5

4

Lion Darnell Gundy-Reed
Club Anniversary

REGULAR MEETING
1st Lutheran Church

8

FRIDAY

9

10

11

12
CANDY DAYS

Lions Bruce &
Michelle Bullion
Wedding Anniversary
Lion Rol Crummel
Birthday

14

13

15

Grand Parents Day

Lion Doug Schneider
Birthday

16

The American Legion
was granted its federal
charter by Congress on
this day in 1919

18

17

REGULAR AND
BOARD MEEETINGS
1st Lutheran Church

21

20

22

Lion Ron Hansen
Birthday

23

Autumn Equinox

24

Libra

25

26

Lion Deb Roest
Birthday

Lion Mike Emerson
Birthday

Newsletter Deadline

28

27

19

29

30

Raffle Calendars are being printed.

Lions Greg &
Gloria Jerke
Wedding Anniversary
Dates to Remember:
Sep 11-12
Candy Days
Sep 17-20
USA/Canada Forum
Oct 4-10
Michigan Lions Week
Nov 13-15
Lions Leadership Institute - Higgins Lake
Feb 27
Michigan Forum
March 1, 2016 The family pot luck First Lutheran Church

9/01/2015 – Gwen Botting
Opportunity Unlimited for the Blind
http://www.oubmichigan.org/

2015-16 President's Theme: Dignity. Harmony. Humanity
Strengthen Your Club to Better Serve Your Community
•
•
•
•
•
•

Centennial Celebration Membership Awards – Earn special awards for inviting new members and
helping to organize new clubs.
Ask One – Get the tools to energize your membership efforts and build a stronger, healthier club.
Blueprint for a Stronger Club – Map out your plan for ongoing club success in three simple steps.
Club Quality Initiative (CEP) – Get your club performing at its highest level through an interactive
CEP workshop. Choose CEP Pro or CEP Lite.
Your Club, Your Way – Learn how to customize club meetings to meet the needs of your members.
Club President’s Award – Implement the 7 Keys to Success and earn recognition.
- See more at: http://members.lionsclubs.org/EN/lions/presidents-theme.php#sthash.myUnB9pY.dpuf

Page 5 of 7

Copyright © 2015 Muskegon Northside Lions Club

We Serve

www.muskegonnorthsidelions.org

Muskegon Northside Lions Club
THE LIONS TALe
September 2015

Vol XXXVII Issue 3
Local Area Lions Clubs
MUSKEGON NORTHSIDE LIONS CLUB
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 6:30pm
First Lutheran Church,1206 Whitehall Rd NM
MUSKEGON HOST LIONS CLUB
Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 12:15pm
At the Masonic Temple, 3rd St. Muskegon
MUSKEGON EASTSIDE LIONS CLUB
Will meet the 2nd Wednesday at 6:00pm,
Accurate Income Tax, 5263 East Apple Ave

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2015 - 2016
PRESIDENT
1ST VICE PRESIDENT
2ND VICE PRESIDENT
3RD VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
LION TAMER
TAIL TWISTER
MEMBERSHIP
PAST PRESIDENT

LION ROGER DREIKORN
LION MICHAEL O’LONERGAN
LION BARB PELLERIN
LION PAUL J HOPPA
LION PAT WISEMAN
LION JAMES WOLFFIS
LION MICHAEL SIMERICK
LION RON HANSEN
LION ED WEESSIES, PCST
LION FRANK KROL

WHITEHALL-MONTAGUE LIONS CLUB
Meets the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at
The American Legion, Colby St., Whitehall

DIRECTORS:
At Large- LION DENNIS COBLER, PID
2nd Year- LIONS ERNIE WEBBER, LANA O’LONERGAN
1st YearLIONS DAVID SHEEHY, JAN SNYDER

FRUITPORT LIONS CLUB
Meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Whitlows Forerunner Restaurant, 4610 Airline
Rd.

THESE LIONS HAVE VOLUNTEERED TO SERVE YOU.
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS,
PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF THEM.

HOLTON-TWIN LAKE LIONS CLUB
Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 6:30pm
Northside Pub, Holton Road
SOUTHSIDE LIONS CLUB
Meets 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6:30 PM
Cherokee Restaurant, 1971 W Sherman Blvd.
RAVENNA LIONS CLUB
Meets 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Ravenna Conservation Club

The Slogan

Centennial Service Challenge
Youth • Vision • Hunger • Environment
There's never been a better time to serve than now! For nearly 100 years,
Lions have served their communities and impacted millions of people
around the world. To celebrate our 100th anniversary, we are asking Lions
to help reach our Centennial Service Challenge goal of serving 100 million
people by December 2017

Lions Clubs International
300 W 22ND ST | OAK BROOK IL 60523-8842 USA
PHONE 630-571-5466 | FAX 630-571-8890 | www.lionsclubs.org

The slogan of the association is "Liberty, Intelligence, Our Nation's Safety" (LIONS).
An unofficial slogan penned by Past International President Sid Scruggs "Loving Individuals Offering Needed Services"
District 11C1

The Motto

The motto of every Lion is: ”We Serve”
What better way to express the true mission of Lionism.

The Club Motto
"We Do It Better - Together!"
MUSKEGON NORTHSIDE LIONS CLUB
1265 Joslyn Rd
Muskegon, MI 49445-2651
Club Telephone: 231-744-8924

info@muskegonnorthsidelions.org
Lions’ Tale Editor, Lion Ed Weessies, PCST
Publisher, Lion Frank DiPiazza, PCT
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Allegan
Barry
Ionia
Kent
Muskegon
Ottawa

Our Leadership
District 11 C1, Zone 1, Region 1
Lion Dr. Yamada, International President
District Governor Lion Rock Wood
Lion Gary Anderson, Past International Director

Muskegon Northside Lions Club
Lion Roger Dreikorn, President
Lion Dennis Cobler, Past International Director
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EVENT & COMMITTEE CHAIRS - 2015/2016
First VP Lion Michael O’Lonergan >> SERVICE
Food Truck
Lion Cheryl Schneider & Lion Roger Dreikorn
NM Parade
Lion Chuck Woods & Lion John Emrich
Eye Glasses Collection
Lion Jim Wolffis & Lion Rich Carlson
Ramps
Lion Windy Bradfield & Lion Ron Hansen
Hearing Screening
Lion Michael O’Lonergan & Lion Paul Hoppa
Causeway Lighting
Lion Dave Olsen & Lion Dennis Loughrige
Kid’s Christmas Shopping
Lion Deb Roest & Lion Barb Pellerin
Seaway Flags
Lion Chuck Woods & Lion Tom Carl
Scholarships
Lion Jan Snyder & Lion Paul Hoppa
Adopt A Pathway
Lion Paul Hoppa & Lion Kim Arter
Kid’s Sight First
Lion Jan Snyder & Lion Pat Wiseman
Santa & Dandy Visits
Lion Michael Simerick & Lion Chris Ruppel
Emergency Family Fund
Lion Paul Hoppa & Lion Cheryl Schneider
Tree Planting
Lion Michael O’Lonergan & Lion Frank Krol
Friends of WL Easter Egg Drop Lion Darnell Gundy-Reed & Lion Chuck Woods
National Walk to School
Lion Paul Hoppa & Kim Arter
Second VP Lion Barbara Pelerin >> Fundraising
Pancakes
Lion Michael Simerick, Lion Frank Krol
Calendars
Lion Frank DiPiazza & Lion Dennis Cobler
Mint Sales
Lion Windy Bradfield & Lion Dave Olsen
Candy Days
Lion Tom Hoffman & Lion John Emrich
White Cane
Lion Deb Roest & Lion Dale Roest
Third VP Lion Paul J Hoppa >> Administrative
Newsletter
Lion Ed Weessies & Lion Frank DiPiazza
Webmaster
Lion Frank DiPiazza & Lion Ed Weessies
Programs
Lion Chuck Woods & Lion Jim Larson
Historian
Lion Anna Alderman & Lion Ed Weessies
Melvin Jones Awards
Lion Michael O’Lonergan & Lion Paul J Hoppa
Attendance
Lion Pat Wiseman & Lion Paul J Hoppa
Constitution & By-Laws
Lion Ed Weessies & Lion Michael O’Lonergan
Socials & Spouse’s Night
Lion Paul Hoppa & Lion Ray Jasicki
Calling Committee
Lion Linda & Ray Jasicki
Planning Committee
Lion Dennis Cobler & Lion Ron Hansen
Photographer
Lion Dave Olsen
Publicity
Lion Terry Sabo & Darnell Gundy-Reed
Secret Greeter
Lion Dennis Loughrige
Pledge of Allegiance
Lion Tom Hoffman

Are you on a committee? Do you see something that interests you? Please see one of
the VPs to volunteer for membership to one of these committees or events.
If by chance you are asked to help, please do so. “Many hands make light work”
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