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From the desk of
Lion Dennis Cobler, PID

October brings the start of another
Michigan season and along with that the
many remaining things to do on our
Northside Lions calendar of events. It is
good to be part of an active club but it does
bring some stress associated with trying to
maintain that active status. We just returned from Tampa after
attending the USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum where just
over 2100 Lions from our two countries spent 3 days learning
new and improved ways of delivering our needed services as
well as making ourselves better also. It was my 23rd forum but
From the desk of
you never stop learning unless you want to. I did moderate one
session for a friend of mine PID A.P. Signh from India who did a
Lion Windy Bradfield, President
great presentation on why India is gaining membership every
year while the USA is not. It boils down to a couple of things, the
Hello fellow Lions,
WILL to grow and having PRIDE in both Lions and your country.
The Lions of India have both the will and pride of purpose to
Where has summer gone? It seems like
continue forward. There is a lesson to be learned from his
last week we were talking about the summer presentation. Lions Bob and Ann Schalow joined us at this
projects and looking forward to meetings at event.
the park.

We Serve

Now we have put the pancake trailer away for the winter. I
turned the furnace on and had to have it tuned up. Now we
need to tune up our selling ability with the calendars.
Remember your friends would like to have one of the finest
raffle calendars around. Just ask them and see.
Lion Kathleen Cobler has come up with a letter to go with the
calendar. I like that idea and plan to use it with each calendar I
sell. I believe Lion Weessies has sent a copy to each of you.
The Veterans' Memorial Causeway will be our next big
project and I'm looking forward to getting started. Let us really
dress up the park even better than last year. We will be
planning a "Tree Lighting" service some time after
Thanksgiving. More on this.
Remember wear your Lion's colors when working on Lion's
projects.
Thanks to Lion Tom Hoffman & Lion John Emrich for taking
care of business for the Candy Days sales. Excellent job in
spite of the weather.
If your Lion friends haven't been to a meeting for a while give
them a call and see what is up with them. Tell them they are
missed!! Yours in Lionism, President Windy
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The 2013 calendars are out, there are a few Lions that have
not gotten theirs as yet so please take the initiative to contact
one of the chairmen to get yours. We would like to finish this
great fund-raiser by the first meeting in December at the latest
so that we can all enjoy the Christmas season.
Till next month, Dennis

October is Lions' Membership Month
October 7th is the designated day for a
State-Wide Membership Blitz!

Michigan Eye-Bank Celebrates
55 Years of Sight Restoration

Health Programs that Focus on Hearing,
Diabetes and More
Lions are known as "knights of the blind," focusing on programs
and services for the blind and visually impaired – and aim to
eliminate preventable and reversible blindness. But we also
participate in other community health programs and projects.
∑

Lions support local and large-scale global health programs
to control and prevent diabetes and diabetic retinopathy,
the leading cause of vision loss in adults of working age in
industrialized countries.

∑

Lions also focus on hearing, by arranging screenings,
recreational camps for the deaf and hearing aid recycling
programs for children and adults.

∑

And around the world, many Lions service projects have
an impact on health. For example, Lions in the United
Kingdom funded the first fully equipped ambulance for
newborns in Bosnia and Herzegovina. And Lions in the
Cayman Islands have worked to increase awareness and
early detection of breast cancer. <More Info>

Copyright © 2012 Muskegon Northside Lions Club

www.muskegonnorthsidelions.org

Muskegon Northside Lions Club
THE LIONS TALe
October 2012

Vol XXXIV Issue 4
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Lion Michael O'Lonergan, Secretary
2420 W. McMillan
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231-766-0550

d.

secretary@muskegonnorthsidelions.org

e.

Regular Meeting Minutes
September 4, 2012

v. C. Schneider – Term of office for a
member of the House of
Representatives – 2 years
vi. Joe Miles (guest) – Who is the
Commander in Chief of the Army
and Navy – the President
C. Schneider – Trying to coheres guest
into joining our club
Those with TT dollars to collect a fine from
another Lion
Need a committee for Christmas party
Greeter – Lion Wiseman Winner – Lion K.

f.
10. Secret
Cobler
11. 50/50 Winner – Lion M. Emrich (no joker)

Minutes to be included in next month’s: ‘The LIons’ Tale’

Submitted by Lion Edward Weessies, Asst. Secretary

Regular Meeting Minutes
September 18, 2012
1. The meeting was called to order at 7 P.M. at Johnson
Hall by President Bradfield.
2. Guests – Joe Miles (Guest of Lion Tom Hoffman)
Travis DeBrot – Guest speaker
3. Invocation was offered by Lion Dave Shehey
4. Pledge of Allegiance was led by Lion Tom Hoffman
5. Table Picker was Lion Dave Shehey
6. Dinner
7. Program – Travis DeBrot from Country Club Quality
Lawns gave a presentation on lawn care, including
when to fertilize and when to aerate.
8. Announcements:
a. First VP Hansen reported that a ramp will be
built on 9/28.
b. Second VP Krol discussed Projects Night in
Grand Rapids.
c. PID Dennis Cobler presented to the club with
a check in the amount of
$10,000 which is the proceeds from the 2012
raffle calendar sales.
d. Lion Cheryl Schneider reported on an up
coming hearing screening, the
District car raffle and that she had the district
governor’s trading pins available for sale.
e. Lion Tamer Simerick made note that there will
be a clean-up of the pancake trailer on
Saturday 9/22 beginning at 9 AM.
f. Lion Weessies discussed the Lions of MI
Leadership Institute that is being held on
November 9-11. PDG John Emrich and Lion
Mike Simerick gave their thoughts as to the
merits of the Institute as they both had
attended it in the past.
9. Tail Twister Lion Kathleen Cobler fined the following
Lions:
a. Hansen and Deb Roest – Birthdays
b. Simerick – “Smart” remark
c. First to raise their hand knowing the following
and receive a gift:
i. Hoffman – First 3 words of the U.S.
Constitution
ii. D. Schneider – First 3 Articles of the
Declaration of Independence
iii. Dave Olsen – Three branches of
government – Legislative, Executive
and Judicial
iv. D. Roest – How many senators from
each state – two
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Meeting Minutes
September 18, 2012
The meeting was called to order at 8:50 pm by President
Bradfield.
1.
Officers present: President Bradfield;; Treasurer
Wolffis; 1st VP
Hansen; 2nd VP Krol; LT Simerick; T.T. K. Cobler; Directors
Mouw, Weessies,
Olsen, A. Schalow, Membership Chair Larson. Absent and
excused were Secretary O'Lonergan and 3rd VP Dreikorn.
2.
Additions and corrections to the agenda - add 6 - b-5
(Tree lighting ceremony), b- 6 (Prescription Reader), b-7
(Kids' Christmas Shopping); 6-c-6 (Fund raising dinner); 6-d-5
(Flag and pole), d-6 (duties of Call Committee), d-7
(Placement of club banners).
3.
A motion to approve the minutes from the 8-21-12
Board of Directors was made by
Treasurer Wolffis, seconded by VP Hansen. Motion
approved.
4.
A motion to approve, subject to audit, the treasurer's
report for the month of July was
made by V.P. Hansen, seconded by Director Weessies.
Motion approved.
5.
Reports:
a.
President Bradfield:
1. There will be a meeting at VP Hansen's home
to plan the Causeway lighting on October 6 at 9:00
A.M.
b.

1st VP Hansen: SERVICE
1. Handicapped ramp - September 28 Discussed during regular meeting.
2. Pancake trailer clean-up - September 22 Discussed during regular meeting.
3. Storage location for pancake and storage
trailer - Director Mouw volunteered space.
4. "Dandy " & "Santa" visiting children at
Hackley Hospital and Child Haven - To be done on
December 23.
5.Tree lighting ceremony on the Causeway.
TT Cobler was wondering if this had been
planned for. It was suggested that it be done after
Thanksgiving. To be planned.
6. Lion Cheryl Schneider gave a
demonstration of a device that reads labels on
prescription bottles to be used by visually impaired
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7.

and functionally illiterate. She explained that there is
a pilot program in Muskegon County and requested
that our club partner with Access Health by donating
$500.00 to help fund the program. ACTION ITEM ***
A motion to donate the requested $500.00 was made
by IPP Hoppa, seconded by TT Cobler. Motion
approved.
Kids Christmas Shopping - Date to be determined.

c.

2nd VP Krol: FUNDRAISING
1. Popcorn buckets - Price increased to $10.
2. Candy Day - Raised $1,475.00
3. Pancake report - to be provided at next board meeting.
4. Calendar sales - 160 calendars yet to be picked up.
5. District Car Raffle results - final report not sent out.
6. Fund Raising dinner - TT Cobler suggested the club
hold a fundraising dinner where male members dressed
as females. Committee to be formed.

d.

3rd VP Dreikorn: ADMINISTRATIVE
1. Club Christmas Party - To be held at First
Evangelical Lutheran Church on December 4th. There
will be a "Silent Auction." Director Weessies made
note that North Muskegon Schools has a vocal music
program and it has been some time since students
from North Muskegon have been invited to perform
for us.
2. District Projects Night at English Hills Country Club
(Grand Rapids) on 10/18 at 6 PM. $11 per person.
This was discussed at regular meeting. Treasurer
Wolffis to have the checks prepared.
3. Lions of Michigan Leadership Institutes - Discussed
at regular meeting.
4. Video project Screen - ACTION ITEM *** A motion
to purchase a video projection to replace the one that
disappeared at a cost of $120.00 was made by TT
Cobler, seconded by Director Olsen. Motion approved.
5. American flag and display pole. IPP Hoppa made
note that we may have the flag and display pole
belonging to the Northside Seniors. Director Weessies
noted that the display pole we currently are using
belongs to the club. IPP Hoppa to look into the issue
further. VP Krol stated we have extra flags.
6. Call Committee - Possible additional duties. It was
suggested that the Call Committee contact those
members who have missed three or more meetings
without giving notice letting them know they are missed.
There was discussion as to who would notify the Call
Committee of the absent members as the secretary has
his plate full as it is.
7. TT Cobler asked where the club's banners were and
why they are not displayed. Lion Tamer Simerick said he
would have them out starting starting next meeting.

6. A motion to adjourn at 9:55 P.M. was made by VP Hansen.
Motion approved.
Submitted by Lion Edward Weessies, Asst. Secretary

A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Fellow Lions:
It is now thirteen months since the "Lions' Tale" got its
makeover. Lion Frank DiPiazza has done an outstanding job
with design. Since this is your newsletter we would like to
know if it is meeting your expectations and needs. Your comments
are important. If we are missing something let me know. Are you
aware that if you have a message that you want to have published
just send it to me (eweessies@aol.com) and it can be inserted as
space is really not a concern. Photos of our members in action are
most welcome. If you have a question of what went on at a meeting
or board meeting, that information can be found on the web site:
(www.muskegonnorthsidelions.org) in the newsletter section.
Suggestions are most welcome.
It looks like summer is gone. Except for a few last minute outdoor
projects and fundraisers we are relegated to a few of months of
sharing each other's company twice a month (something I really look
forward to). Of course we have calendars to sell but that should be
completed by November. I am sure that in late October and the first
of November our Veterans' Memorial Causeway lighting project will
be under way.
Things to start planning for are our Christmas Social meeting,
Children's Christmas shopping trip, and Dandy along with Santa
going to Hackley Hospital and Child Haven on December 23rd. That
will end our first half of the year.
For the first half of 2013 we need to think about community service
projects such as removing the lights on the Veterans' Memorial
Causeway, building ramps, attending our district and state
conventions and White Cane Tag Days. After that it is business as
usual with maybe some new community service and fund raising
projects that you have brought to the club. Our presence in the
community is getting better known because of your service.
Are you interested in knowing where some of the funds we raise
go? On Thursday, October 18 the West Michigan Projects Night will
be held at English Hills Country Club in Grand Rapids. There, some
of the projects will have booths set up and clubs will participate in a
parade of checks. More on this at up coming meetings.
To our "Snow Birds" getting ready to head for warmer climates we
want you to know you will be missed and hope your time away will be
safe and filled with fun. If you would like to attend a Lions' club
meeting while you are away let me know and I will assist you in
locating a club close to where you are staying. I do and it is fun. I
learn what they do or don't do for their communities, how they raise
funds, and how their meetings are conducted (programs, etc).
I have yet to attend a Lions club that does it better than we do.
Have a great October!
Yours in Lionism,

Lion Ed Weessies

Editor, Muskegon Northside “Lions Tale”
Visit the LCIF Web Site
When you visit the LCIF Web site, you can you can find
the information and resources you need to apply for a
grant, obtain outreach materials, donate to the latest
disaster campaign and support the Foundation
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Everyone must take time to sit and watch the leaves turn.
- Elizabeth Lawrence
Just a reminder: When you are reading The Lions Tale
with a Reader on your computer, watch for links embedded
in the document. These links will take you to other content.
As an example, the link LCIF Web site reference to the left.
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SUNDAY
National Diabetes
Month

MONDAY
1

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
3

2

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
5

4

SATURDAY
6

Lion Doug Schneider
Club Anniversary
Lion Dave Sheehy
Birthday

7

8

REGULAR MEETING
AT JOHNSON HALL

9

Lion Frank DiPiazza Lion Jerry Prince
Wedding Anniversary Birthday

10

11

12

Lion Jim Zook
Club Anniversary

13

SR-176, As Adopted
by Senate,
September 27, 2012
Lions Day
Lion Windy Bradfield
Wedding Anniversary

14

15

16

Lion Ron Hansen
Wedding Anniversary

Lions World
Sight Day

Lion Ed Mouw
Wedding Anniversary

17

18

19

20

Lion Larry Holstrom
Birthday

21

International White
Cane Safety Day

REGULAR AND
BOARD MEEETINGS
AT JOHNSON HALL

22

23

Lion Ron Hansen
Club Anniversary

28

Sweetest Day

24

Scorpio

Lion Dawn Prince
Mother-in-law Day Birthday

30

27

World Pasta Day
You’ve got to love red
gravy!

Newsletter Deadline

29

26

25

31

Lion Fox Garabedian
Club Anniversary

Have you sold all of your Raffle Calendars yet?
Need more? See Lion Windy or Lion Dennis Cobler

Dates to Remember:
Oct 3 Ravenna Lions - “Annual Steak Fry and Fun Night”
Oct 10 Fruitport Lions - Fall Fish Fry/65th Anniversary
Oct 11 Region 1 Meeting - Grand Haven Golf Club
Oct 18 Projects Night - 21st Anniversary at English Hills Terrace
Nov 9 Lions Leadership Institute on Higgins Lake
Nov 10 Holton/Twin Lake Lions - Christmas Party & Silent Auction

10/02/2012 – Stacie Stevens-VenHuizen
of Age Well Services
10/16/2012 – Gloria Wahr
of Indian(India) Community Fellowship

Immediate
Past District
Governor Ken
Frary at his
appreciation
dinner given
in his honor
for the 20112012 Lions’
year.
Thanks for
your service
Lion Ken.
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Lion
Kathleen
Cobler and
PID Lion
Dennis
Cobler
celebrated
with PDG
Lion Ken in
Casnovia,
where about
50 Lions
attended.

www.muskegonnorthsidelions.org

Muskegon Northside Lions Club
THE LIONS TALe
October 2012

Vol XXXIV Issue 4

History of District 11-C1
Compiled and Edited by Donald H. Matyger, PDDG

The Beginning of Lionism

In 1913, Melvin Jones who was a 34 year old insurance
man with light hair and a permanent smile, joined a
Chicago men’s group called the Business Circle. This was
just a normal thing for any young business man to do, but
this turned out to be the beginning of something that affect
the lives of countless millions of people throughout the
entire world.
Melvin Jones was a superb salesman and a genius for
organization, and he was successful in helping the
Business Circle (which was suffering severe membership
losses) build their membership up to a total of 200. He
introduced new ideas in the club’s way of operating, and
by 1915 he was elected their secretary.
In his work as secretary of the Business Circle, young
Jones began to get the feeling there was something wrong
with the whole operation. He began to fell that these two
successful business men, who met at a luncheon and
considered it a good day when they exchanged profitable
orders, should be directing their group power and
influence toward unselfish service to other areas of
community life.
Pursuing his thought of group action in unselfish service to
the community, Melvin began - in 1916 - to correspond
with other unaffiliated men’s groups in an effort to get their
feelings on the question of forming a national association.
Some of the replies were agreeable and encouraging,
while others to the - you mind your own business and we’ll
mind ours - attitude. His wife became discouraged at
times and thought he was taking too much time away from
his business and spending it on something that would
never be of much benefit to him. But they continued, and,
on those long nights in 1916 when Melvin and his wife
were busy on a flood of question-and-answer
correspondence, the spirit of Lionism was already visible.
Finally with a background of information and some
encouragement, he took the idea of affliliation to the
membership of the Business Circle for approval. By the
end of the year, the Circle’s Directors approved the idea,
but left the mechanics of the plan to their secretary. He
continued to correspond with the clubs, and the replies
were encouraging, including one from Dr. William P.
Woods, an Evansville, Indiana surgeon who represented
the Royal Order of the Lions. Dr. Woods became the first
President of Lions International.
On June 7, 1917, and the invitation of Melvin Jones, 20
delegates representing 27 clubs from various parts of the
United States met in Chicago’s LaSalle Hotel. Despite the
wide range of interests and personalities, some progress
was made, and on a secret ballot it was tenatively agreed
to call the new group the “Association of Lions Clubs”.
Certainly the nucleus of Lionism was born at this meeting
and the ground work was laid for an organization that
some day was destined to become the world’s largest
organization of service minded men, with Melvin Jones as
it’s undisputed founder.
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The real task of organizing was left for the first convention
which was called to be held at the Adolphus Hotel in
Dallas, Texas, on October 8-10, 1917. At this Convention
a new Constitution and By-Laws was written and adopted,
colors were agreed upon, the Objects of the Association
and it’s Code of Ethics were drafted. Dr. William P. Woods
from Evansville, Indiana was elected as the first President
of the Association, and Melvin Jones as the first Secretary.
All this was accomplished by 36 delegates and 8
alternates, representing 22 clubs from the States of
Arkansas, California, Illinois, Louisiana, Missouri,
Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Texas. Undoubtedly the
accomplishments of this small group of delegates at their
first Convention has never been equaled by any other
convention by Lions International.
All throught the history of the association, it’s Annual
Convention has been a means of giving the lay Lion a
voice in formulating the policies as well as electing the
leaders of their organization. As Melvin Jones had hoped,
the lay Lions were taking a different direction than that
pursued by the Business Circle. These lay Lions had
inserted into their Constitution the flat statement that “no
club shall hold out as one of it’s objectives financial benefit
to it’s members”. This meant they were dedicating
themselves to unselfish service to others, and at the same
time making their Lions Clubs available to all men who
were interested in joining forces with them in rendering
worthwhile humanitarian and community services.
The battle to rename the organization continued for two
years. Then at a luncheon on the first day of the 1919
convention, a young attorney named Halsted Ritter rose to
speak and he pointed out that the combination of the
letters - L-I-O-N-S - heralds to the Country the true
meaning basis of American Citizenship; Liberty,
Intelligence, Our Nations Safety. When he sat down the
name LIONS was securely established, and later the
spelling out of the letters was adopted as the Association’s
slogan.
“In the final analysis, the amazing growth and expansion of
Lions International - and it’s prospects for even greater
extension into the future - are based on the simple fact
that millions of men around the world are today, more than
ever before, seeking an outlet for their inherent desire to
help their fellowman...and Lionism provides that outlet.”
by Clarence L. Strum
Past Pres. Lions International
As Lion Donald H. Matyger, PDDG stated, “Our
growth has been amazing...” This work, that Lion
Donald and those to be credited later, is something
that needs to be reviewed periodically, in my opinion.
It gives us continunity as we look toward the future
of our club, and that of Lionism. In the next issue of
‘The Lions Tale’ I will continue using information
compiled and printed by Lion Donald, to illustrate the
birth and growth of our District 11-C1.
~ Lion Frank DiPiazza, The Lions Tale publisher
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Local Area Lions Clubs

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2012 - 2013

MUSKEGON NORTHSIDE LIONS CLUB
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 6:30pm
Johnson Hall, Holton Road
MUSKEGON HOST LIONS CLUB
Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 12:15pm
At the Masonic Temple, 3rd St. Muskegon
MUSKEGON EASTSIDE LIONS CLUB
Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 6:00pm
Morrow’s (Apple Ave. and Maple Island)
WHITEHALL-MONTAGUE LIONS CLUB
Meets the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at
The American Legion, Colby St., Whitehall
FRUITPORT LIONS CLUB
Meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Village Inn, Fruitport
HOLTON-TWIN LAKE LIONS CLUB
Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 6:30pm
Northside Pub, Holton Road
SOUTHSIDE LIONS CLUB
Meets 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6:30 PM
Cherokee Restaurant, 1971 W Sherman Blvd.
RAVENNA LIONS CLUB
Meets 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Ravenna Conservation Club

PRESIDENT
1ST VICE PRESIDENT
2ND VICE PRESIDENT
3RD VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
LION TAMER
TAIL TWISTER
MEMBERSHIP
PAST PRESIDENT

LION WINDY BRADFIELD
LION RONALD HANSEN
LION FRANK KROL
LION ROGER DREIKORN
LION MICHAEL O’LONERGAN
LION JAMES WOLFFIS
LION MICHAEL SIMERICK
LION KATHLEEN COBLER
LION JIM LARSON
LION PAUL J HOPPA

SECOND YEAR DIRECTORS
LIONS EDWARD WEESSIES, ANNE SCHALOW
FIRST YEAR DIRECTORS
LIONS DAVE OLSEN, ED MOUW
THESE LIONS HAVE VOLUNTEERED TO SERVE YOU.
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS, PLEASE
CONTACT ONE OF THEM.

Lions Clubs International
Lions Clubs – Ready to Help, Worldwide Whenever a Lions club
gets together, problems get smaller. And communities get better. That's
because we help where help is needed – in our own communities and
around the world – with unmatched integrity and energy.

Lions Clubs International
300 W 22ND ST | OAK BROOK IL 60523-8842 USA
PHONE 630-571-5466 | FAX 630-571-8890 | www.lionsclubs.org

The Slogan
The slogan of the association is "Liberty, Intelligence, Our Nation's Safety" (LIONS).
An unofficial slogan penned by Past International President Sid Scruggs "Loving Individuals Offering Needed Services"
District 11C1

The Motto

The motto of every Lion is: ”We Serve”
What better way to express the true mission of Lionism.

The Club Motto
"We Do It Better - Together!"

Our Leadership

MUSKEGON NORTHSIDE LIONS CLUB
2420 W. McMillan
Muskegon, Michigan 49445
Club Telephone: 231-744-8924

info@muskegonnorthsidelions.org
Lions’ Tale Editor, Lion Ed Weessies
Publisher, Lion Frank DiPiazza
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Allegan
Barry
Ionia
Kent
Muskegon
Ottawa

District 11C1, Zone 1, Region 1
Lion Wayne Madden, International President
Lion Rock Wood, District Governor 11 C1
Lion Jerry Erwin, Region I Chair
Muskegon Northside Lions Club
Lion Windy Bradfield, President
Lion Dennis Cobler, Past International Director
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